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THE PRESIDENT OF GHANA

The Republic of Ghana, located along the Gulf 
of Guinea and Atlantic Ocean, in the sub re-
gion of West Africa. Spanning a land mass of 
238,535 km², Ghana is bordered by the Ivory 
Coast in the west, Burkina Faso in the north, Togo in 
the east and the Gulf of Guinea and Atlantic 
Ocean in the south. Ghana means “Warrior King” 
in the Soninke language. Numerous kingdoms and 
empires emerged over the centuries, of which the 
most powerful was the Kingdom of Ashanti. Gha-
na’s current borders were established by the 1900s 
as the British Gold Coast. On 6 March 1957, it 
became the first sub-Saharan African nation to be-
come independent of European colonization.

A multicultural nation, Ghana has a population 
of approximately 27 million, spanning a variety 
of ethnic, linguistic and religious groups. Ghana’s 
economy is one of the strongest and most diversi-
fied in Africa, following a quarter century of relative 
stability and good governance.Ghana’s growing 
economic prosperity and democratic political sys-
tem have made it a regional power in West Africa.

His Excellency Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo is the President of Ghana, in office since January 

2017. He previously served as Attorney General from 2001 to 2003 and as Minister 
for Foreign Affairs from 2003 to 2007.

NANA ADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO
PRESIDENT OF GHANA
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In partnership with several leading institutions including Ashesi University 
Students, Johns Hopkins University,  University of Houston  the Uturn 
Africa “Convergence” seeks to explore ways of “Building a Realistic In-
tersection between Sustainability, Social /Environmental Impact and Eco-
nomic Empowerment’’

What goes through YOUR mind when you hear the word “Africa”?  For 
most people Africa is synonymous with poverty, lack of good leadership, 
inadequate education, and poor understanding of the world. Is Africa 
really poor or is there something else going on? Why is it that Africa 
seems to be locked into a cycle of dysfunction? Leading institutions have 
failed in effectively addressing the issues. Why? Could it be that it’s a 
mistake to impose solutions? Or a bigger mistake to prop up programs, 
terms, metrics and other ideologies without conversations that effectively 
engage the real owners of the continent, those who are directly impacted 
by issues on ground? 

Pioneering a new era in the proper diagnosis and solution to an age 
old problem The Convergence on Sustainability has emerged with the 
understanding that only sustainable thinking leaders are capable of pro-
viding the most appropriate solutions to the present problems of Af-
rican societies. By engaging the current and next generation of lead-
ers, we expect to develop individuals whose mindsets are 
hardwired to consider the implications of their actions on 
the well-being of their ecosystem, which includes their own 
personal economic well-being; and their community and 
environmental well-being.
 
These dialogues are essential to inspiring and ensuring a transforma-
tional movement on the African continent. Only through the power of 
knowledge dissemination, effective engagement and collective dialogue 
can we ensure the development of right thinking individuals leading the 
transformational movement on the African continent.

Uturn Africa invites delegates to explore MZUZAH, the inspiration to 
build wealth on the African continent in way that would benefit present 
without damaging the future leaving positive lasting legacies.

MZUZAH AFRICA!
“Mzuzah” creating wealth in the most ethical, beautiful, innovative and sustaining way 

that engages the support of the creator of the universe.*

DOYIN OLUNTONA
CO-FOUNDER,  UTURN AFRICA
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MZUZAH AFRICA! How apt! visionary, inspiring and moti-
vational. Ghana known as the “Land of Gold” and one of 
the most harmonious coastal nation is the most appropriate 
place to have the discourse on Mzuzah!

In the last few years, the Uturn Africa Forum has set signifi-
cant footprints in the West African region and has become 
a benchmark of excellence in delivering timely, relevant and 
innovative multi-stakekholder discourse.  To effectively build 
the Africa we want, we need to envision it and actively work 
in ways that would ensure that the vision is established. The 
Uturn Africa platform provides stakeholders with the oppor-
tunity to proffer innovative solutions with dynamic results and 
a team of catalyst with whom they enjoy working, plus the 
integrity of a partner committed to greatness.  Uturn Africa is 
fast becoming a powerful resource for people and organiza-
tions facing real challenges, embarking on new social impact 
initiatives or redefining its role in this ever-changing world.

I am pleased to welcome you to “The Convergence 2017’’, 
the goal this year is to set the tone for future legacies, turn 
our challenges to growth opportunities, create momentum 
and drive positive change and impact by adopting sustain-
able metrics into the very core of our approach to economic, 
social and environmental issues. We welcome you to Ghana!

Akwaaba to Ghana!

FOREWORD

DR. JOYCE ARYEE  
UTURN AFRICA 
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER
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SPEAKERS KEYNOTE PANEL

Father Godfrey Nzamujo, O.P.,  
CEO Songhai Centre

Father Nzamujo is the CEO of the award winning and world renowned Songhai Centre in Benin. A sustainable agricultural 
feat! His research includes sustainability in agriculture, renewable energy biogas, rural energy developments and several 
others. t.  He has received many honors and awards including membership of the U.N Independent commission on “Africa 
and Challenges for the Third Millennium”, the Africa Prize for Leadership for the Sustainable End of Hunger (co-winner 
with President Rawlings of Ghana), Jesuit Honors Award and, the Engineering Honors Award (California), among others. 
He has been a Research Fellow/Professor at the University of California, Irvine, an Associate Pastor, St Nicholas Catho-
lic Church, Laguna Hills, California, and Assist Professor of Engineering at Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, 
California. He was born in Kano, Nigeria.  And obtained his B.A. in Modern Philosophy and Mathematics, his M.A. in 
Theology (Creation-Centered/Evolution Option) and his PH.D in Economic Philosophy.

Bolaji Akinboro, 
Co-Founder & CEO Cellulant Limited 

Bolaji Akinboro is the Co-Founder and CEO of Cellulant Limited, Nigeria. He was responsible for the GES project, an 
agricultural subsidy program for federal Government of Nigeria that has disbursed fertilizers and seed subsidies worth 
$1billion to rural farmers. Mr. Akinboro has driven the sales and marketing at Procter and Gamble, a company that aims 
at lives of the ordinary citizen better. He served as the country Director of Procter and Gamble (P$G) in Ghana and helped 
grow the business from scratch to a $10million per year business in just two years. Mr. Akinboro was recruited by the World 
Bank through Klynveld Main Goerdeler (KPMG) as the head of the Business development Unit for Africa Virtual University 
(AVU) project that was based in East Africa.  Having served as a country director for Plan in Malawi and Tanzania, he was 
able to set up and oversee Cellulant operations in these two markets. Mr. Akinboro graduated from Obafemi Awolowo 
University in Nigeria with a Pharmacy degree. He holds a post-graduate certificate in management from Herriot Watt 
University in the UK. He is also an alumnus of the Oxford University Business Economics program.

Hon. Dr. Owusu Afriyie Akoto 
Minister of Agriculture, Ghana

Dr. Owusu Afriyie Akoto is an economist, consultant, farmer and currently the minister of Agriculture in Ghana. He obtai-
ned his Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture, at University of Ghana, Legon, a Master of Science in Agric. Econo-
mics and a Ph.D in Argic. Economics at University of Cambridge. For over 18 years, he worked as a senior economists, 
principal economist, and chief economic advisor at the international coffee organization, London, England. He was the 
CEO of the Goldcrest commodities, and the Plantation Resources Limited. Mr. Akoto has also worked as a consultant in 
different organizations including, World Bank, United Nations on issues concerning soft commodities like Coffee, Cocoa 
and sugar. Mr. Akoto is a two-term Member of Parliament for Kwadaso, Kumasi. In 2009-2013, Mr. Akoto was the Deputy 
Ranking Member for the committee on food and agriculture and Cocoa Affairs.

Shriley Ayorkor Botchway
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs & Regional Integration

Hon. Botchway is a politician; communication consultant; journalist; public relations practitioner and marketer.  She obtained 
her Master’s Degree of Arts in public Communication from University of Westminster and her Master’s degree in Business 
Administration from University of Ghana. Madam Botchway has worked in the parliament since 2005 and has been a regular 
contributor to parliamentary committees including committee of selection, the gender and children’s committee and the mem-
ber holding office for profit communication committee. She was also the deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and the minister of 
Resources, work and housing during Kufor’s Administration.  Hon. Botchway has supported her citizens in various ways inclu-
ding the construction of a medical center at Sowutoum in Ga Central Municipality. This medical center was funded through the 
Member of Parliament common fund with massive support from the Municipal Assembly and Ghana Health service.

ENTREPRENEURIAL PANEL
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ENTREPRENEURIAL PANEL

George Yaw Owusu, 
Founder & CEO, Mansa Capital, Ocean Capital & Mansa Energy

George Owusu is a serial entrepreneur with a long history of success in bringing together development partners to achieve 
success, especially in Western Africa. George is the founder of the Partner and CEO of EO group, Mansa Capital, Ocean Ca-
pital and Mansa Energy. All these companies make private debt and equity investments in real estate, oil and gas projects and 
emerging technologies. George has expressed the ability to drive important projects. He has worked with Mansa Engineering 
Limited Ghana to help promote engineering services particularly Power Generation, Gas Compression, Sea Water Treatment 
and Oilfield Engineering and support services in Ghana’s Oil & Gas sector. He was also the manager of Kosmos Energy in 
Ghana from 2004 to 2009. He was a major partner with the Africa CNG, a US-based Power generation company that utilizes 
proprietary natural gases compression transport technologies to capture value from stranded gas assets for utilization in power 
projects.  Currently, Mr. Oswusu, his wife and the Sanford World clinics are building a hospital and satellite clinics to improve 
the quality and medical care in Ghana.

Derrydean Dadzie
Co-Founder & CEO DreamOval Limited 

Derry is part of Africa’s entrepreneurs who are consistently right-defining the status quo while presenting a serious challenge to 
the narrative concerning Western ideas of African economic development. Derry has played a pioneering role in the emergence 
and development of Ghana’s tech start up sector through his entrepreneurial endeavors.  After completing Ashesi University with 
a Computer Science Degree, Derry and three other classmates started DreamOval Limited. Over the years as the company’s 
CEO, Derry leads DreamOval’s growth and transformation. Derrydean is passionate about people development and utilizes 
his vast experiences in the tech startup sector, to mentor and inspire many young ladies and young men across Africa to explore 
business as alternative to economic and social empowerment. An avowed advocate of tech innovation as a viable pathway 
to Africa’s transformation, Derry takes time to speak at various conferences to drive home the message and inspire people all 
over the world especially with an Africa agenda to use technology innovation and entrepreneurship to deliver transformation 
and economic empowerment to the continent.  Dadzie is the recipient of many awards and recognitions, including 2015 Young 
ICT Entrepreneur of Year, 2014 Emerging Entrepreneur of the Year, 2013 Google Innovation hero, 2012 recipient of the Gold 
Award for Innovation in ICT and also 2011 young entrepreneur of the year.

Steve Bedi 
World Class Jazz Musician

Steve Bedi is a renowned, award-winning Ghanaian-born, US- based, Jazz Saxophonist and has been in the entertainment 
industry for the past 13 years. In his native country, Ghana, he is without a doubt, the premier, ace, Jazz saxophonist of his 
time, whose prowess was acknowledged when he won the Instrumentalist of the Year Award (2012). Beyond Ghana, Steve 
Bedi is acknowledged as a “world class jazz musician”. Apart from his work in the entertainment industry, Steve Bedi is also an 
appreciated philanthropist for his work with young people and on HIV – which has earned him the role as UNAIDS Goodwill 
Ambassador for the Global HIV prevention campaign among young people. He is an artist of good repute and standing and 
conscious to maintain a strong, credible and respectable brand. As such, Steve is sought after by several corporate, internatio-
nal and government bodies and invited to support branding/imaging initiatives as well as product launches across Africa. Based   
on his reputation he has been appointed the UNAIDS Goodwill Ambassador for the HIV and AIDS “protect the goal campaign”
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KEYNOTE ACADEMIC PANEL

Dr. James Calvin, PH.D.
Professor, Management & Organization.  The Johns Hopkins Carey Business School

Dr. James Calvin has broad global experience in the areas of executive management and mid-level leadership develop-
ment, community and organization development, executive coaching, diversity and Inclusion, and negotiation.  He worked 
directly with William S. Woodside former CEO of American Can and founder and CEO of Sky Chefs; and James J. Renier 
former CEO of Honeywell.  Dr. Calvin has consulted with business, education, nonprofit, government, and international 
sector with The World Bank, DFID and other organizations. He is a Fellow with Future Focus 2020. James is also a co-
editor of the book “Innovative Community Responses to Disaster, Routledge 2015.” He has refereed book chapters and 
journal articles on leadership and community development and organizations. Dr. Calvin is former Board Member of the 
international Association of Community Development (IACD). He has also served on national and international journal 
editorial boards including the Academy of Management Learning and education (AMLE) AND Journal of the community 
Development Society (CDS).

Dr. Matthew Opoku-Prempeh 
Hon. Minister of Education Ministries, Accra. 

Matthew Opoku Prempeh, a Ghanaian politician is the Minister for Education and Member of Parliament for Manhyia 
South. Opoku Prempeh who hails from Pakyi No. 2 in the Ashanti Region is a Medical Doctor and holds MB CHB 
(KNUST),MSc (Clinical Epidemiology) Netherlands Institute for Health Science in 1994 and 1998 respectively and furthe-
red to do a post graduate training in surgery in the UK(MRCS) in 2002. Opoku Prempeh became a Member of Parliament 
in 2008 for Manhyia South then Manhyia Constituency.

Dr. Kairn A. Klieman 
Co-Director, Graduate Certificate in Global Energy, Development, and Sustainability. University of 
Houston

Dr. Kairn Klieman received her Ph.D. from UCLA (1997). Her first book, “The Pygmies Were Our Compass”: Bantu and 
Batwa in the History of West Central Africa, was a finalist for the Herskovitz Award (2004). She has received fellowships 
and grants from prestigious institutions such as Fulbright-Hayes, The Social Science Research Council, and The Humanities 
Research Center at Rice University.  She is currently working a book entitled “before the Curse: Petroleum, Politics and U.S. 
Oil Companies in the Gulf of Guinea, Africa, and 1890s-1980s”. Dr. Klieman co-directs the Graduate Certificate in Glo-
bal Energy, Development, and Sustainability (GEDS), a 9-unit certificate that focuses on teaching prospective oil company 
employees current best practices for avoiding the negative social, political, and economic impacts that can accompany 
new oil and gas projects in the U.S. and abroad. Dr. Klieman has delivered lectures and papers on the subject of African 
history and African energy history for the U.S. State Department, The Massachusetts Institute of Technology, The University 
of Ibadan, Nigeria, The Rachel Carson Center, Munich, The University of Oklahoma, Rice University, Texas A&M, Brown 
University, and Boston University.
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LIVE INTERACTIVE SIMULCAST SPEAKERS

SESSION PANEL MODERATORS

Hh K. Zaizay 
ED, PYPP, Liberia

Hh K. Zaizay is the Executive Director of the 
President’s Young Professionals Program (PYPP) 
of Liberia. The PYPP is a non-profit organiza-
tion with a mission to identify, select, mentor 
and train a new generation of public service 
leaders to transform Liberia’s public sector.
Before joining the PYPP, Hh served as Executive 
Director of a non-governmental organization – 
Society for Women and AIDS in Africa-Liberia 
(SWAA-Liberia). He also worked as radio and 
television broadcaster for the Infinity Broad-
casting Corporation, Monrovia, Liberia.

Elizabeth Elango Bintliff
CEO at Junior Achievement Africa 

Growing up in Cameroon, She has memories of hardworking people whose dreams were often limited by the resources they had. Those memories 
greatly shaped her career goals. She moved to the US in 1993, but left my heart in Africa. Her formal education and professional life have been 
in preparation and service to the African people specifically and marginalized people around the world in general. She is deeply passionate about 
service. This passion manifests itself in her enthusiasm, optimism, leadership and management approaches. She loves to grow ideas and see them 
come to life, and enjoys seeing people achieve things they did not think they could. Elizabeth earned a Bachelor’s Degree in International Affairs from 
Kennesaw State University, and a Masters in African Studies from Yale University. She was a Fulbright Scholar in Zanzibar. She started her career at the 
Carter Presidential Center in Atlanta, GA. She is fluent in English, French, Swahili and West African Krio. She is committed to development, especially 
for women in Africa, where she believes that three things – choices, voices and opportunities- are key to changing the trajectory of development on 
the continent. She serves on the Boards of Directors of the Arkansas Foodbank and the Women’s Foundation of Arkansas, which promotes women in 
philanthropy and the empowerment of young girls. She holds a Master’s Certificate in Non-Profit Management from the University of Arkansas - Little 
Rock and am a graduate of Leadership Arkansas; a program of the Arkansas Chamber of Commerce.

Anis Haffar
Author, Columnist, Leadersgip Coach & Trainer of Teachers

Anis is highly committed to preparing a new generation of teachers and students for the national and international leadership. He is the author of 
“MFANTSIPIM: The Makers of a Great School” and “Critical Thinking for Quality Education and Leadership.” Mr. Haffar started his career journey in 
the United stated with the Los Angeles Unified School where he taught English Language, Literature and communication skills. While working there he 
also coordinated the Gifted and talented Education (GATE) program.  He Currently serves as the chief examiner of the yearly “Write Away Contest” 
by Citi FM. He is the Chairman, Board of Governors at Tema International School, a Board member of the Anglo Gold Ashanti School, Obusai and 
Academic City College, Accra. He is also a lecturer at Accra College of Medicine.

Oscar Bimpong
CEO Train2inspire

A Multi Award Winner, Transformational Speaker, Corporate Trainer and a Business Consultant based in London. He has won several awards for 
his work, best Media Personality and Inspirational Entrepreneur in the African Community based in the UK at the African Entrepreneurs Awards in 
London; the African Calabash Awards; Regional Entrepreneurs Empowerment Business Awards (R.E.E.B.A) winner as the best Transformational 
Speaker and Businessman of the Year in 2015. Oscar is the author of the EBook titled, ‘’Seven (7) Strategic Steps to Meeting your Goals’’ and also 
‘’Kingdom Clientele,’’.A Media Persona, Oscar host a Radio Talk Show at STARR Radio UK dubbed Footprints . He is the brain behind initiatives such 
as the STEPOUT Seminar,  the International Final Year Students Summit (iFYSS) .Oscar holds a Masters Degree from Cardiff Metropolitan University 
majoring in International Marketing Management and International Business.

Mohamed Keita 
CEO, Impact Hub Bamako, Mali 

Mohamed KEÏTA, a founder of several com-
panies in the fields of consulting, distribution, 
finance and technology, is a true entrepreneur 
with a passion for sustainable and innovative 
entrepreneurship. Mohamed completed his 
master’s Degree in financial accounting at In-
stitute of Commerce and Management in Paris 
and an Entrepreneurial Certificate from the 
Business School EM LYON. He is the founder 
of impact hub Bamako. This was the first im-
pact hub in the francophone Africa.

Nikhil Schneider 
Team Lead, University of Hous-
ton, Office of Sustainability

Nikhil graduated from the University of Hous-
ton, with a degree in environmental science 
and a minor in energy and sustainability. He 
has been with the UH Office of Sustainability 
since July 2015. As the Office and Team Lead, 
he has spearheaded multiple projects related 
to improving campus sustainability and has 
served on the Tree Campus Advisory Commit-
tee, the Sustainability Committee, and the Bike 
Working Group. In his free time he enjoys read-
ing, rock climbing (especially outdoors), play-
ing video games and riding his bike.
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MENTORSHIP PANEL

THE CONVERGENCE 2017 RAPPORTEURS

Anthony Jahanbakhsh
MBA - JHU Carey Business School

Anthony Jahanbakhsh is an MBA Candidate at Johns Hopkins University Carey Business School. During his time at Carey, Anthony has taken an inter-
est in International Development, specifically in the areas of healthcare, transportation, and sustainable operations.  As a practitioner, he has spent 
time in India working with a leading Eye Hospital where he and his team developed a digital education portal. This portal enabled greater informa-
tion dissemination to doctors in the most rural areas of the country, allowing for equal access to medical best practices and to cutting-edge surgical 
techniques.  Anthony has also coordinated the Innovation for Humanity program, a flagship course at Carey Business School in which MBA students 
consult with organizations in India, Peru, and Rwanda. Following graduation, Anthony hopes to join the airline industry and eventually transition to 
a carrier in a developing air travel market. Here, he intends to connect different people, new ideas, and diverse cultures through the power of flight.

David Vallejo
MBA - JHU Carey Business School

David Vallejo is currently a student at Johns Hopkins University’s Carey Business School where he is pursuing a Master’s in Business Administration. 
David has a strong focus on entrepreneurship and international development which has allowed him the opportunity to work on projects in Nepal, 
Rwanda, and South Africa. Projects have included working on improving digital literacy for local underserved communities, developing a primary 
school in a rural community, and launching a service to help HIV patients in rural areas access faster and better care.  David has worked for small and 
large businesses in a variety of industries including real estate and property management, education, non-profit, and tech throughout his professional 
career. He mostly enjoys working with entrepreneurs who are passionate about creating a positive impact through their businesses.

Eugene Kweku Boadu 
mPedigree

An activist, avid collector of the classics of pan-African philosophy, youth educator, social organizer, keen marketer, and a passion-
ate champion of the African promise. He is responsible for designing policies for the organization’s multi-award winning Gold keys 
platform. mPedigree is a social enterprise devoted to harnessing innovative technologies for human security and industrial growth. 
He worked at the University of Ghana, where he had direct responsibility for managing and transforming the impact of the leading 
alumni networks.

Yaw Adu-Gyamfi
Co-Founder Center for Social Innovation

He has extensive experience working directly with communities and young people, focusing on skills development, innovation and 
entrepreneurship.  He is also an expert in cluster formation and development. Yaw is an Alumnus of Catholic University of Ghana, 
University of cape coast and the institute for social change in Washington DC.  Yaw had helped supervise several initiatives include 
the Muskoka Initiative partnership and northern Ghana, Business Advocacy. In 2011, Yaw also supported the strategic communi-
cations of the Cento-Nia initiative, a Washington base multi-cultural organization. 
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Steve Bedi is a renowned, award-winning Ghanaian-born, US-based, Jazz 
Saxophonist and has been in the entertainment industry for the past 13 
years. In his native country, Ghana, he is without a doubt, the premier, ace, 
Jazz saxophonist of his time, whose prowess was acknowledged when he 
won the Instrumentalist of the Year Award (2012). Beyond Ghana, Steve 
Bedi is acknowledged as a “world class jazz musician”

Apart from his work in the entertainment 
industry, Steve Bedi is also an appreciat-
ed philanthropist for his work with young 
people and on HIV –which has earned him 
the role as UNAIDS Goodwill Ambassador 
for the Global HIV prevention campaign 
among young people.

He is an artist of good repute and standing 

STEVE BEDI

and conscious to maintain a strong, credible and respectable brand. As 
such, Steve is sought after by several corporate, international and govern-
ment bodies and invited to support branding/imaging initiatives as well as 
product launches across Africa. Based on his reputation he has been ap-
pointed the UNAIDS Goodwill Ambassador for the HIV and AIDS “protect 
the goal campaign”.

Steve Bedi’sgenre of music is a unique and a subtle blend between swing, 
soul, R&B, zouk, Ghanaian highlife and other African music. Though a 
contemporary afro Jazz style, his music appeals to fans of any age.
 
Steve Bedi has had the honourof performing in a number of international 
music festivals including New York, France (Les Escales), South Africa (Joy 
of Jazz) Sierra Leone (BallantaMusic Festival), Malawi (Sunbird and Lake 
of Stars festivals) and most recently, StanbicJazz Festival in Ghana.

He has also featured on stage with legendary musicians on the across 
the world; including Bob James, South Africa’s, Hugh Masekela, Senegal’s, Baba Maal, Cote d’Ivoire’s FredieMeiway, 
Cameroun’s Richard Bona and the celebrated Ghanaian group –OSIBISA, among many others.

Following the very successful release of Steve Bedi’sfirst albumn–SyncosJazz, with popular tunes such as Yaya oh Yaya, 
Love of Money, ScatchyGrove (all available on itunesand other online outlets), Steve Bedi is now set to release his 
second album “SHADES OF MY REALITY”which is expected to blow his audiences away.
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MZUZAH AFRICA
Media Partners

MZUZAH AFRICA
Program Partners
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ASHESI UNIVERSITY STUDENT TEAM
Mawunyo Avetsi, 
Freshman at Ashesi University

Mawunyo is a highly motivated individual who is very passionate about what she does. She is pursuing her undergraduate degree 
at Ashesi University College where she hopes to graduate with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and skills that will 
help in attaining her dreams. She enjoys reading a lot and likes to explore topics related to politics and psychology. Mawunyo is 
a very good team player. She loves working with people and hopes to make a positive impact in the lives of others through her 
career in finance.

Alieu Jallow
Junior at Ashesi University 

Alieu Jallow is a Gambian MasterCard Foundation scholar currently in his third year. He is studying Computer Science at Ashesi 
University College in Berekuso, Ghana. Jallow is passionate about using ICT to solve problems in the Education, Health and Agri-
culture sectors. He is a work study intern at the IT department of Ashesi University where he sets up the computer labs and provides 
IT support to students, staff and faculty.  He is a work study intern at the IT department of Ashesi University where he sets up the 
computer labs and provides IT support to students, staff and faculty. In the past, he volunteered in different organizations to help 
make human lives better.  He volunteered with the children of the light at Kitasse, Ghana to help teach them how to read, write and 
speak in English. Alieu sees himself in the future as a CEO of his own IT Company and a charity organization

Comfort Kiki, 
Graduate of Ashesi University College

An aspiring business ethical entrepreneurial leader, Operations management enthusiasts and social media fanatic, she has a great 
passion for positively impacting the African Continent. This is epitomized in her numerous voluntary services as her main priorities 
includes rendering selfless services to individuals and communities. Volunteered as media reporter for Pan Africa Agribusiness to 
support and promote agribusinesses. She interned at Hotels.ng and Welcome2Africa where she selflessly work towards quality 
growth and development in Africa.

Nana Akua Agyemang Sereboo, 
Freshman at Ashesi University

Nana Akua is an 18- year old Electrical Engineering Major at Ashesi University. She is passionate about making a difference in 
whatever way she can. She has held leadership positions in every stage of her  life, the most current being the Senior prefect Aca-
demic of 2015/2016 Academic year of Wesley Girls’ High School. Her ultimate aim in life is to lead a life that pleases God and 
impacts the world in a positive way. She is a member of the C.S.R. Division of Uturn Africa.

Alvin Ofori,
Senior at Ashesi University

Alvin Ofori is a Ghanaian final year student of Ashesi University College, pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. He 
delights in teaching people and imparting knowledge, as well as using technology to solve problems, and automate tasks that 
would otherwise require constant human presence and efforts. His strongest skills include problem analysis and critical thinking, 
teaching, and programming, with Java as a primary language.  Alvin aspires to become a recognized expert in the field of software 
architecture. He would also love to dabble in education, with a focus on hwo the system can be improved to produce students who 
are genuine masters in the content they have been taught.

Richard Maurice Afun, 
Freshman at Ashesi University

Richard Maurice Afun is a freshman at Ashesi University. He is currently majoring in Business Administration and is looking forward 
to further in real estate design in his masters. He is very passionate about music and listens to a lot of genres. Asides music, he 
also has the passion for volunteering and giving back to the community. He uses his skills to help the people around him. As he 
believes the best thing one can ever give to another is a smile. During his free time, he enjoys mixing music beats and learning new 
stuff with regards to music. Richard Afun sees himself using music and his skills in shaping the direction’s journeys.
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Maureen Molly Basemera, 
Sophomore at Ashesi University 

Maureen Molly Basemera is a Ugandan citizen who moved to Ghana in 2011. She is currently studying Business Administration at 
Ashesi University College. Maureen finds each step in her academics as an opportunity for her to make a difference in the lives of 
those around her. With the help of her friends and family, she has developed interests in sports, hiking and numbers. 
She uses her free time to tutor children in her community. Currently, her strongest skills are in math and computing. She believes 
that with the constant and rapid changes in the technology, everyone needs basic knowledge in math and computers. Maureen 
aspires to use her knowledge and skills to improve the health and education sector in her home town. She has volunteered in 
several aspects of different organizations including United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) as a Friend of UNHCR (FOUNHCR), 
SOS Children’s Villages in Uganda and as a writer, editor and social media manager of the Ashesi design lab.

Alberta Ama Danso, 
Freshman at Ashesi University

Alberta Danso is a freshman student at Ashesi Univerisity College Ghana. She is currently studying Computer engineering and 
wishes to use the skills she develops to enrich her country. She possesses leadership skills, interpersonal skills and communication 
skills. Alberta participated in a number of activities during her gap year one of the projects is the Tech needs Girls program that 
equipped young girls with vast knowledge on technology and computer science. Her concerns and worries about the situations 
and sanitation in Ghana, she has joined a team, Citi Clean that aims at producing durable gutter guards to prevent clogging 
of gutters. With her skills, she aspires to reduce cases of flooding and other incidences within her country.  Alberta believes in 
trust, ethicality, creativity and the self-motivation. She envisions a world where everyone maximizes happiness and love for their 
neighbors.

ASHESI UNIVERSITY STUDENT TEAM
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TIME SESSION PRESENTER
7:00 am Registration March 8, 2017

Breakfast

(Welcome)
Introductory Note

Ashesi Student | Host President, Uturn Africa Convergence 
Ashesi Student | Co Host-VP, Uturn Africa Convergence 

Energize Session Co-Founders Uturn Africa/Steve Bedi

First Connections The Convergence Experience

(Key Panel)
“Building a realistic intersection between Sustainability, Social 
/Environmental Impact and Economic Empowerment in ways 
relevant to the African region’’ 

Father Godfrey Nzamujo, o.p.| CEO Songhai Centre
Dr. Owusu Afriyie Akoto | Hon. Minister of Agriculture 
Bolaji Akinboro |Co-Founder & CEO Cellulant Limited 
Shriley Ayorkor Botchway| Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs & Regio-
nal Integratio.

In Conversation with
Moderator Betty Kumahor

Presidential Remarks The President of Ghana

The Call Steve Bedi

Coffee

(Entrepreneurial Panel)
“Keeping it real! Entrepreneurial Sustainability Advice from 
Current & Next Generation Leaders.

George Yaw Owusu | Founder & CEO, Mansa Capital, Ocean 
Capital & Mansa Energy
Derrydean Dadzie |Co-Founder & CEO DreamOval Limited 
Olatorera Oniru | CEO Dressmeoutlet.com 
Steve Bedi | World Class Jazz Musician

In Conversation with
Moderator Oscar Bimpong

(Key Panel)
“Engaging Current & Next Generation Leaders on Sustainabi-
lity Issues” & Shifting From Debate to Solutions

Dr. James Calvin, PH.D.| Professor, Management & Organization.  
The Johns Hopkins Carey Business School Dr. Matthew Opoku-
Prempeh | Hon. Minister of Education Ministries, Accra.
Dr. Kairn A. Klieman |Co-Director, Graduate Certificate in Global 
Energy, Development, and Sustainability. University of Houston.

In Conversation with
Moderator Anis Haffar

Lunch

Live Simulcast: 

Bringing it on ….
Liberia, Mali, Nigeria, USA

Hh K. Zaizay | ED, PYPP, Liberia 
Nikhil Schneider | Team Lead, University of Houston, Office of 
Sustainability
Mohammed Keita | CEO, Impact Hub Bamako, Mali 

In Conversation with
Moderator Mawunyo Aventsi/Alieu Jallow 
                 (Ashesi University Team)

(Mentoring Session, Pulling it all together)
Hardwiring our mindsets to consider the implications of our 
actions on the well-being of our ecosystem, personal econo-
mic, community & environmental.

Next Generation Leaders 18-33 

In conversation with
Yaw Adu-Gyamfi| Co-Founder Center for Social Innovation Eugene 
Kweku Boadu | mPedigree 
Shola Safo Duodu |Director, Yali West Africa

Convergence 2017 Rapporteurs David Vallejo| MBA - JHU Carey Business School
Anthony Jahanbakhsh |MBA - JHU Carey Business School 

PROGRAM AGENDA CONVERGENCE ON SUSTAINABILITY 
DAY 1 March 8, 2017



15

Innovative Transformation. Alluvion!2017Mzuzah Africa!

TIME SESSION PRESENTER
7:00am CW Projects Implementation City Wide Implementation of 8 Social Impact Projects in Accra, 

Ghana

Ashesi Team & Delegates

12:00 noon Group Lunch & Impact report

TIME SESSION PRESENTER
10:00am Sustainable Project Sites Delegate Visits to Interesting Sites in Accra, Ghana

Ashesi Team & Delegates

12:00 noon Group Lunch & Impact report

PROGRAM AGENDA CONVERGENCE ON SUSTAINABILITY 
DAY 2 March 9, 2017

PROGRAM AGENDA CONVERGENCE ON SUSTAINABILITY 
DAY 3 March 10, 2017
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NOTES:


